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Introductions
I. Michael Snyder

– Doing Genealogy over 15 years
– Member of Temple Beth Ami, Rockville, MD
– Live in Derwood, MD with Phyllis, wife of 42 years
– Scoutmaster for 21 years
– Foster Beagles since 2007 – over 220 Dogs
– Earliest Confirmed Ancestor born about 1725
– Why do Genealogy? 

■ It’s fun, I meet new people, and it helps me understand who I am
■ When I started, I knew 14 ancestors, now I know of 92, and 3,800 relatives.

GenClass@imsnyder.com

linkedin/in/imsnyder

http://clayinmyboots.blogspot.com/

240-821-7195
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Introductions
I. Michael Snyder
Researching: Snyder, Highstein, Gouline, Bass, Bashes, Musicant, Oks, Khait, Galon, 
Shenker, Kreiger, Paliukar, Zaidel, Kats, Tamshe, Altschul, and Khazan.

In Lithuania: Birzai, Pasviten, Linkova, Pasvalys, Krekenava, Kaunas, Pumpėnai, 
Pakruojis, Varniai and Vilkija

Researching: Gouline, Galon, Oks, Gertsberg, and Shkurnik.

In Ukraine: Radyvyliv, Lutzk, Kremenets, and Zholudsk.

Researching: Snyder, Highstein, Bass, Gouline

In U.S.A.: Baltimore MD, Louisville KY.
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I. Michael Snyder Family Tree

Rachel (nee Ochs) 
Gouline
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Overview of Class
■ Why Do Genealogy

■ Genealogy Myths

■ Michael’s genealogy stories

■ How to Begin

■ JewishGen

■ Other Resources

■ DNA

■ Jewish Genealogy Societies and Conferences

■ Questions
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Why do Genealogy
■ Genealogy is a curiosity for most, a hobby for many and an obsession for 

some.

■ At its root, genealogy satisfies basic human curiosity. These needs can be 
summed up in three fundamental questions:

– The Past – Where do I come from?
– The Present – Why am I here?
– The Future – What is going to happen to me?

■ Interestingly enough, the three fundamental questions that underpin 
genealogy are also the three questions that form the basis of all the major 
religions of the world.
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Jewish Teachings:
■ Exodus 20:12 – Honor your father and your mother, that your days 

may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you. 

■ Deuteronomy 32:7 – Remember the days of old; consider the years 
long past. Ask your father, and he will tell you, your elders, and 
they will inform you.

■ Isaiah 51:1-2 – It is worthy of all who seek righteousness to look
to the rock from which they were hewn.

■ Psalm 22:4-5 – In you our ancestors put their trust; they trusted, and you rescued them.

■ Pesach Haggadah – In each generation man must regard himself as if he himself came 
out of Egypt, as it is said, and you should relate it to your son on that day.

■ Talmud Avot 3:1 – Know from whence you came, and where you are going, and to whom 
you will have to give account in the future.
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“The deeds of our ancestors foretell the experiences of their 
decedents.” – Rabbinical Saying

כל ״,לבניו אירע לו שאירע מה 



Jewish Teachings:
Tanakh is a Genealogy of the Jewish People …

■ Genealogies in Genesis: (4:17-23 Cain); (5 Noah); (10:1-36 Table of Nations); (11:10-26 
Shem-Abram);  (22:20-24 Nahor); (25:1-5 Qeturah); (25:12-18 Ishmael); (36 Line of 
Esau); (37 Line of Jacob) (46:8-27 Israel)

■ Genealogy of King David in Torah (Gen 38 Judah, his sons & Tamara)

■ Other Genealogies: (Deuteronomy 23:3-4 Ammonite & Moabite); (Samuel-1 1:2); (Ezra 
7:1-5); (Esther 2:5); (Chronicles-1 1-9;14); and more!
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An awareness of personal family history establishes a 
link in the chain of Jewish existence.[4]



Personally, why do Family Genealogy
■ As a Mitzvah for Parents, Siblings, Children, and Cousins

■ To document Family Histories

■ It’s rewarding, meaningful, exciting, challenging, …
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& make connections



Many Jews believe they cannot trace their family roots 
because:
■ My family name was changed (at Ellis Island)

■ No one in my family knows about the past

■ No one is left alive to tell me about my family's past

■ All the records were destroyed in the Holocaust

■ My town was wiped off the face of the map
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Michael's Genealogy Story
■ How I got Started …
■ My wife, Phyllis’ desire to validate 

her tree through DAR
■ Found research information by 

Googling Highstein and South 
Africa?

■ http://www.eilatgordinlevitan.com/
vashki/vashki.html

■ Filled out my Maternal Grandfather 
to another Generation
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Start with What You Know
(or at least what you’ve been told)

■ What were your family names?

■ Where did your ancestors come from?

■ When did they come to America? Where did they live in America?

■ What did they do for a living?

■ What language(s) did they speak at home?

■ What family stories were you told?
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Gather your Documents
■ Birth, marriage, death certificates

■ Correspondence

■ Passports & naturalization certificates

■ Military papers

■ Artifacts

■ Photos
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY‐NC‐ND
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Talk to People

Hi Cousin!

Cousin Joe
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Maternal 
Grandmother’s ParentsRachel Oks and Jacob Gouline 

What I knew or learned … 
■ Thought from Minsk or Pinsk
■ Not Galitzianer
■ My Grandmother, Jeanne born 

over there
– Yenta Bluma bat Yachov

■ Her Siblings born here
■ GGM Footstone

– Rahila bat R’ Shabtai Saftl

Where is Rachel Oks from?
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JewishGen Info Files for Poland
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JewishGen Discussion Group
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Where to find and store the records
Online: Subscription Storage Sites:
• Ancestry
• Geni
• MyHeritage

• FindMyPast
• FamilySearch *
• WikiTree *
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Ancestry - Sign Up: 
https://www.ancestry.com/account/create

Geni – Sign Up:
https://www.geni.com

* Free or Membership



Where is Rachel Oks from?

Rachel Oks and Jacob Gouline 
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Rachel Oks and Jacob Gouline
Where is Rachel Oks from?
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Rachel Oks and Jacob Gouline
Where is Rachel Oks from?

33



Rachel Oks and Jacob Gouline
I got this image of Rachel’s 
birth record from Microfiche 
at the LDS Family History 
Center

Where is Rachel Oks from?
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Rachel Oks and Jacob Gouline
Where is Rachel Oks from?
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Rachel Oks from Volhynia, Ukraine
Where is Rachel Oks from?
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Cities, towns, and shtetls:
1. Kremenets, Ukraine
2. Lutzk, Ukraine
3. Radyvyliv, Ukraine
4. Rivne, Ukraine

Where is Rachel Oks from?

37



Kremenets, Ukraine Where is Rachel Oks from?
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Where to find the records

■ Online: General online sources of info:
– Blogs: Blood & Frogs, Lara’s Jewneaology, etc.
– Websites: Museum of Family History:

https://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/links.htm
Cyndi’s List, FamilySearch Wikis

– Videos: YouTube, Google, Etc.
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Museum of Family History



Where to find the records

■ Online: General online sources of info:
– FB groups: Genealogy Chit-Chat

– Jewish groups: Tracing the Tribe, Jewish 
Genealogy Portal, Jewish Genealogy Surname 
Project

– Family Chit-chat!
■ Photos, Birthdays, Anniversaries, Children 
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DNA
Value of DNA Testing for Genealogy
■ Helps to validate Relationships

■ Help to guide you in finding a relationship

■ Find new Cousins (cousin-bait)

■ Autosomal, Y-DNA, and mtDNA explained
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DNA – Matches in Ancestry



Jewish Genealogy Societies and Conferences

■ IAJGS.org – International Association of Jewish Genealogy 
Societies Annual Conferences 
– Philadelphia: August 2-5, 2021 (Turned Virtual)
– https://www.iajgs.org/membership/member-societies/
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Beth El Genealogy Club
Jewish Genealogy Club of North Jersey
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Lew Meixler, lmeixler@verizon.net
Susan Kobren, president@jgsnj.org

http://www.jgsnj.org



Questions
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I. Michael Snyder
GenClass@imsnyder.com
http://linkedin.com/in/imsnyder
http://clayinmyboots.blogspot.com/
240-821-7195


